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through 
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Proud of our global connections.

Let’s connect ...Migration numbers
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5.3% of the inhabitants of West Flanders 
in 2018 didn’t have Belgian nationality

were asylum seekers in 2018

8,5% of the inhabitants of West Flanders 
in 2018 weren’t born in Belgium people

The Province’s role with  
regards to migration
The Province of West Flanders actively promotes 
the integration of newcomers into its diverse 
population with a wide range of local initiatives 
that support and guide people through every 
phase of their integration. This includes specific 
projects related to language and employment, 
where the Province finds solutions to assists 
newcomers feel more settled in their new home.

These initiatives are carried out in collaboration 
with the Flemish Agency for Integration and 
Civil Integration (Vlaams Agentschap Integratie 
en Inburgering), local agencies, national and 
international stakeholders.
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FACT is a free app designed to help with 
work-related communication between Dutch 
and Arabic, Dari, English, French, Pashtu, 
Polish, and  Romanian. In addition to a basic 
vocabulary package (including safety and 
COVID-19-related vocabulary), there are also 

agricultural and basic metals industry packs.  
A pack for the cleaning sector is currently 
being developed. 

The app was developed as part of the 
AB Réfugiés-Emploi project, with the support 
of ERDF.

Fact: First aid communication tool

Wereldhuis West-Vlaanderen

wereldhuis@west-vlaanderen.be 
T 0032 51 26 50 50 
www.west-vlaanderen.be/connectwestflanders 
facebook-f   wereldhuiswvl

Protectionist reflexes pose a barrier to 
maintaining an open mind about our 

surroundings, our world. Solidarity with those 
with whom we are less familiar is not always 
equally evident in this day and age. With the 

North-South policy, the Province explicitly 
supports everyone who works towards a more 

cooperative and inclusive world. 

Jean de Bethune, Provincial Executive



The North-South divide has severe 
consequences for a large proportion 
of the world’s population. Located 
in the North, the Province of West 
Flanders believes that our actions and 
connections make us who we are, which 
is why we continuously look beyond 
our borders and adapt our actions in 
solidarity with others, especially those 
who are not as fortunate as ourselves. 

Become a global citizen... 
West Flanders is proud to be part of the 
‘Become a Global Citizen’ campaign which uses 
sustainability goals to open up new perspectives 
on working with new partners and target 

audiences. In West Flanders, the Wereldhuis 
(World House) mobilises people to invest in the 
positive consequences of a changing world.

... in a fast-changing world
The world is changing rapidly with one global 
crisis quickly following the last: climate change, 
financial crisis, global pandemic, … But these 
crises also offer opportunities, for example, 
climate change leads to new economic models, 
and short food supply chains are more popular 
than ever. 

The result is the ‘one world’ vision is no longer an 
aspiration, it is reality. And the Wereldhuis is just 
one embodiment of these developments. With 
its long history and close relationship with the 
global South, West Flanders is happy to continue 
this connection by supporting various projects 
and organisations that need our help.

The world as a city
The world, my metropolis

Comparing the world to a village no longer works. 
This image is too simple, small, and compact. 
Instead, it is easier to think of the world as a 
metropolis, an enormous city with numerous 
districts and communities. The metropolis offers 
endless opportunities, but those struggling 
tend to disappear into the crowd to fend for 
themselves. There is a central government, 
but there are also district committees to keep 
everything running. In the metropolis, we are all 
interconnected. When something goes wrong, 
we all feel the impact. But positive developments 
travel equally quickly: never before have ideas, 
people, goods and capital ‘migrated’ as quickly 
as they do today. Every resident of the city is – 
visibly or invisibly and whether they like it or not – 
linked with the other residents. We carry a shared 
responsibility for the space in which we live. 

Citizenship, a matter of choice? 

Global citizens in our metropolis have a 
unique approach to the world. They embrace 
its complexity and realise that everything is 
interconnected and has an impact on 7 billion 
other people. But this complexity doesn’t 
paralyse the global citizen into inaction. Global 
citizens engage with the world in which they 
live and the people around them. With their 
open minds and hearts, global citizens are – 
without losing sight of themselves – empathetic, 
tolerant, and responsible. They know that 
their actions have an impact on the rest of the 
metropolis, and they use this knowledge to take 
the initiative and make a difference.

Our vision

The Province’s role with regards  
to development cooperation 
In 2021 the Province of West Flanders celebrated 
50 years of supporting 2,000 projects in the 
global South, with at least 1% of the Province’s 
total budget going to projects in Africa, Asia, 
and Latin America since 2015. These donations, 
which total over €30 million, have made a huge 
difference for countless community-driven 
organisations and NGOs, and demonstrate the 
Province’s determination to help realise the SDGs 
outlined in the UN Agenda 2030.

650 West Flemish organisations have helped 
shape our cooperation in 80 countries in the 
global South where they work together with 
committed local citizens and organisations. 
We have observed that the most sustainable 
solutions are developed and implemented by the 
local population. This is because they know what 
they need better than we do, so our role is to 
primarily support their plans and initiatives.
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Our way of working
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Number of supported projects per country

What we offer
Documentation Centre for Global Citizenship 

The Province of West Flanders is a knowledge 
centre, with institutions such as the Wereldhuis’ 
Documentation Centre for Global Citizenship. 
Available resources include collections linked 
to the Wereldhuis’ goals, training materials, and 
relevant research.

Regulations

The Province has spent 1% of its budget on 
supporting projects in the global South since 2015. 
However, financial support is just one aspect of the 
changes that need to happen. 

The right mindset is essential for us to achieve a 
positive structural impact here as well. As part of 
its ‘Leave no one behind’ campaign, the Province 

has implemented the ‘Supporting Initiatives in the 
Global South’ and ‘Stimulating Global Citizenship 
in West Flanders’ regulations. These regulations 
assess the potential contribution to the Province’s 
SDG ambitions for initiatives submitted by people 
or organisations that have trouble obtaining, or 
aren’t eligible for, subsidies through other means.
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 ‑ 4,683 resources
 ‑ 295 members
 ‑ 1,174 loans

Support for the global South 6 million euro

Raising awareness in West Flanders 1.2 million euro

International internships and research assignments 2.3 million euro

Research, information and raising awareness 1 million euro

(Figures refer to the 2020-2025 legislature)

Budget

The Documentation Centre in figures

Supported by the Province of West Flanders,  
VIVES and Howest offer a postgraduate 
sustainable development course. The course 
prepares students for their engagement in 

the world of sustainability and developmental 
cooperation, as a volunteer or a professional. 
The course includes an extended internship and 
lectures from professionals working in the field.

Postgraduate sustainable development

Organisations supported by West Flanders around the world


